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THE POLARIZATION IN A FERROELECTRIC THIN FILM: LOCAL
AND NONLOCAL LIMIT PROBLEMS

ANTONIO GAUDIELLO' AND KAMEL HAMDACHE?

Abstract. In this paper, starting from classical non-convex and nonlocal 3D-variational model of
the electric polarization in a ferroelectric material, via an asymptotic process we obtain a rigorous
2 D-variational model for a thin film. Depending on the initial boundary conditions, the limit problem
can be either nonlocal or local.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Ferroelectric materials are polar materials that exhibit, at temperature below the Curie point, spontaneous
electric polarization which can be reoriented using an applied electric field and a domain structure. In these
materials, for temperature above the Curie point, the internal energy has a unique minimum point (paraelectric
phase); whereas for the low temperature, it exhibits a double well profile and the polarization can be switched
from a minimum point to the other (for instance, see [12]).

In this paper, for reasons of simplicity and economy, especially by a numerical point of view, we deal with
3D — 2D dimensional reduction problems for ferroelectric materials.

Let

hn hn

2, =w X ,
22

{, n €N, (1.1)
be a 3D ferroelectric device with open polygonal cross-section w C R? and small thickness h,,, where h,, €]0, 1],
n € N, is a parameter tending to zero. In this material, the response to an applied electric field changes the
electric displacement as D = ¢ E + 47p, where € > 0 is the dielectric permeability, p is the spontaneous electric
polarization field and E = — D is the electric field which satisfies the electrostatic equation

div(—eDg + 4mp) =0 in £2,,
(—=eDyp +47mp) - v =0 on 92y,
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with v denoting the unit outer normal on 92,,. We remark that we do not discuss piezoelectric models since we
are not considering deformations of the ferroelectric material. The free energy associated with §2,, is non-convex,
nonlocal and it is given by (for instance, see [4,13,14])

1

En:p=(p1,p2,p3) € (Hl(()n))?’ — . [5/ |r0tp\2dw —l—/ |divp\2dw+
n n 2,

+a /Q (lpl? - 1)%de + / Dyl - / <gn-p>dw], (1.2)

n n n

where a = —T;—CTC is the reduced temperature which verifies 0 < a < 1 since temperature T is assumed
smaller than Curie temperature T, § > 0 is a positive constant, g, € (Lz((Zn))3 is an external electric field,
x = (x1,72,23) = (2/,23) denotes the generic point of R? and - denotes the inner product in R®. We remark
that the operator is anisotropic for 5 # 1.

After having imposed appropriate convergence assumptions on the rescaled exterior field in 2 = w x ] —%, % [
(see (3.1) and (3.6)), the goal of this paper is to study the asymptotic behavior, as h,, vanishes, of minimum
of energy (1.2) with suitable boundary conditions, for obtaining a mathematical justification of the in-plane
ferromagnetic model and of the uniaxial ferromagnetic model satisfied in a 2D domain. To this aim, we consider

two types of boundary conditions. Precisely, in the first case we assume
p-v=0 on 0f2, (1.3)

and we obtain (see Thm. 5.1) (H!(£2))3-strong convergence for a subsequence of rescaled polarizations. The limit
is independent of x3, parallel to cross-section w and the in-plane components solve in w a problem analogous
to the original problem with an external field given by the average, in x3-direction, of the first two components
of the (L2(Q))3-Weak limit of the rescaled external field. Moreover, we obtain also (H'(£2))-strong convergence
for the rescaled potential of electric field E associated with the polarization and the convergence of the energies.
In the second case, we assume

pAv=0 on 02, (1.4)

with A denoting the cross product in R?. Also in this case we obtain (see Thm. 5.3) (H!(£2))3-strong convergence
for a subsequence of rescaled polarizations with a limit independent of x3, but now it is orthogonal to w and
the out-plane component solves in w the following local problem

47\ 2
min { / [ﬁIDqF +a(lg? = 1)* + (;) la* - gaq] de' : g€ H&(w)},

where g3 is the average, in x3-direction, of the third component of the (Lz((}))s—weak limit of the rescaled
external field. Moreover, we prove that the rescaled potential of electric field E associated with the polariza-
tion converges to zero (H!({2))-strongly and we prove also the convergence of the energies. In the sequel, for
simplifying computations, we assume € = 4.

We remark that both boundary conditions (1.3) and (1.4) allow to estimate ||Dpl|12(p, ) in terms of
[rotpl|(L2(g,))2 and |[[divp|[r2(q,), independently of n € N, and to obtain a priori estimates on the polar-
ization. Just for simplifying the proof of this point, we assume that (2, is a polygon. We remark that a priori
estimates are not evident without assumption (1.3) or (1.4). We reformulate our problem on a fixed domain
through appropriate rescalings of the kind proposed by Ciarlet and Destuynder [5] and impose appropriate
convergence assumptions on the rescaled exterior fields. According to the boundary conditions, the limit of the
rescaled polarization is parallel or orthogonal to w. This information plays an essential role in describing the
limit behavior of the rescaled potential of electric field E (see Prop. (4.1)). We conclude using the main idea of
I'-convergence method introduced by De Giorgi and Franzoni [7].
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Our analysis is close to that of ferromagnetic thin films. In what concerns the study of a ferromagnetic thin
film, several results are present in literature. Gioia and James [10] were the first to prove that the magnetostatic
energy behaves, at the limit, like an anisotropic local term which forces the magnetization to be tangent to
the thin film. The time-dependent case was treated in [2] and in [3]. In [1] the authors proposed a model of
films with strong convergence of minimizers when the exchange parameter vanishes and with vertically invariant

configurations on the cylindrical domain. For reproducing the non uniform states observed experimentally in

thin films, very different regimes were considered in [8] and in [11], where % and % vanish, h being the film

thickness, [ the in-plane diameter and A the exchange length of the ferromagnetic material. Joined ferromagnetic
thin films were recently studied in [9].

2. THE SETTING OF THE PROBLEMS

For every n € N, let

P, = {pe (Hl(()n))3 :p-v=0on &Qn} and S, = {pe (Hl(()n))3 :pAv=0on &Qn}.

Lemma 2.1. It results that
||DpH2L2 2.))° = HI"OtpH2L2 2.))3 ||divp\|%2 2,) VP € P U Sy, VneN. (2.1)
( ( 'L)) ( ( 'L)) ( )

Proof. Tt is known that this equality holds true in (P, U S,) N (H>(£2,))? (see the Proof of Lem. 2.2 in [6]).
Consequently, using the density of P,,N(H>°(£2,))? in P, and the density of S, N(H>(§2,))% in S,, (see Lem. 2.6
in [6]), one obtains (2.1). O

For every n € Nand p € (Lz(()n))g, Lax—Milgram theorem ensures that the following problem

o € HY(12,), /Q oyl = 0, / (—Dgp+p)-Dp)da =0, Vg e H'(Q), (2.2)

n 02n

admits a unique solution.
For every n € N, let

1 :
En:p € (H' (20)* — 5= /Q [Blrotp|* + |divpl* + a(lpl* — 1)* + [Dgy|* — (gn - p)lda, (2.3)

n

where g, € (Lz(Qn))3 and ¢, is the unique solution of (2.2). By using (2.1) and the direct method of Calculus
of Variations, it is easy to see that the following problems

min{&,(p) : p € P,}, (2.4)

min{&,(p) : p € Sp} (2.5)

admit solution. The aim of this paper is to study the asymptotic behavior, as n diverges, of problems (2.4)
and (2.5). The natural space for studying problem (2.4) and (2.5) would be

II, ={p € H(div, curl, 2,,) :p-v =0 o0n 002,} and X,, = {p € H(div, curl, £2,,) : pAv=0o0n 0e2,},

respectively. On the other side, Lemma 2.1 provides that I1,, = P,, and X, = S5,,.
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3. THE RESCALING

As it is usual (see [5]), problems (2.4) and (2.5) can be reformulated on a fixed domain through the following
rescaling:

N hn h
[ (mlax27hnx3)60n:wx] _ n[

)

272

N —
N —

x = (21, 22,23) EQ:wx] -

Precisely, setting
P= {pe (Hl(()))3 :p-v=0on 8(2} and S = {pe (HI(Q))3 :pAv=0on 8(2}
where v denotes also the unit outer normal on 0f2, and for every n € N

fnix=(21,29,23) € 2 — gn(x1,29, hyyx3), (3.1)

dp Op 1 Op

D, :pe (Hl((Z))S (resp. H*(£2)) — (8—961’ Dy’ Ea—l‘3> € (L*(2))° (resp. (Lz(g))s) )

L Op Opa L OPs ey

. 3
diva : p = (p1,p2,p3) € (H'(%)) dz1 | Oxs | hy, Oxs

3 op 1 0ps 1 Op Ops Op dp
roty, : p = (p1,p2,p3) € (Hl(ﬂ)) — (8—;102 - h_na—xi’ Ha—&ls - a—xi’ a—xi - 8—:r;) € (L*(2))%,

functional &,, defined in (2.3) is rescaled in the following one:
En:pe (H'(2)” — /Q[ﬁ\roton +1divepl? + allpl* = 1)* + [Dnép|* = (fa - p)ldz, (3-2)
where ¢, is the unique solution of the following problem
¢p € H'(92), /Q ppda =0, /Q ((=Dnép +p) - Dn)dz =0, Vo € H'(2), (3.3)

which rescales problem (2.2). Then, the goal of this paper turns in studying the asymptotic behavior, as n
diverges, of the following problems

min{E,(p) : p € P}, (3.4)
min{E,(p) : p € S}. (3.5)

To this aim, we assume that
fn = f = (1, fo, f3) weakly in (L*(12))?. (3.6)

We conclude this section recalling that (2.1) transforms into the following one:
||D7’LPH?L2(Q))9 = ||r0tan%L2(Q))3 + ||divnp||2L2(Q)v Vpe PUS, VneN. (3.7)
4. A CONVERGENCE RESULT FOR PROBLEM (3.3)
Proposition 4.1. Let {p,}nen C (Lz((Z))S be such that
Dn — q strongly in (LQ((Z))3, (4.1)

with ¢ = (q1,q2,93) = (¢',q3) € (LQ(()))3 independent of xs. Moreover, let ¢p, be the unique solution of (3.3)
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with p = p,. Then,
(i) 1f g3 =0, it results that

bp, — by strongly in H(£2), (4.2)
L 9¢yp -
— ~ L*(£2 4.
I Os — 0 strongly in L*(£2), (4.3)
where Vg is the unique solution of the following problem
v e H'W. [ wyd =0, [ (-Dvy+a)- Do) =0, Vo€ H ) (1.4)
(#) if ¢ =0, it results that
bp,, — 0 strongly in H*(02), (4.5)
1
W %(i[;" — q3 strongly in L*(12). (4.6)

Proof. Since {py}nen is bounded in (LQ((Z))S, there exists a positive constant ¢ such that
| Dndp, (222 < ¢ VneN.

Consequently, by virtue of the Poincaré—Wirtinger inequality, there exist a subsequence of N, still denoted by
{n}, and (in possible dependence of the subsequence) 7 € H'(§2), independent of 23 and with zero average, and
¢ € L2(2) such that

bp, — T weakly in H*(§2), (4.7)
1 0¢p, | . 1o
. & weakly in L*(£2). (4.8)

Now, we prove the first case, that is we assume g3 = 0. By passing to the limit in the equation satisfied by
bp, With test functions ¢ independent of z3, that is ¢ € H'(w), and recalling that ¢’ is independent of 3,
convergences (4.1) and (4.7) entail that

7€ H' (w), / rdz' =0, / (=D7+¢)-Dy)da’ =0, Yo € H' (w). (4.9)
w w
Since this equation admits a unique solution 1)y, it results that 7 =1/, that is
Pp, — by weakly in H'(£2). (4.10)
By using (4.10), (4.8), a L.s.c. argument, (4.1) and (4.9), one obtains that
[ 1DugPa + [ (e <tim [ 1Dugy, Pz =tim [ (Dady, -pa)de = [ (Dvy - @)as' = [ Doy P
w 0 noJo noJo w w
(4.11)
which provides that £ = 0 and that convergences (4.8) and (4.10) are strong. We notice that convergences (4.2)
and (4.3) hold true for the whole sequence since the limits are uniquely identified.

Now, we prove the second case, that is we assume ¢’ = 0. By passing to the limit in the equation satisfied by
®p, with test functions ¢ independent of w3, that is ¢ € H'(w), convergences (4.1) and (4.7) entail that

€ H' (w), /7’dar;’:07 /(D7’~D¢)dar;’:07 Vi € HY (w),

that is 7 = 0.
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Now, passing to the limit in the equation satisfied by ¢, with test functions h,¢, ¢ € H(£2), by virtue
of (4.1), (4.7) and (4.8) one obtains that

[ w0 woen @) (4.12)
(9] T3

from which, taking into account that g3 is independent of z3, it follows that also ¢ is independent of x3.
Consequently, choosing in (4.12) ¢ = xz3v¢ with ¢ € C§°(w), it results that £ = ¢3. One concludes the proof
arguing as in the first case. O

5. THE MAIN RESULTS

At first, we consider the case p-v =0 on 0f2. Let

11
Py = {q € (Hl(()))2 : ¢ is independent of x5 and ¢ -/ = 0 on Ow X]_i’ 5 {}

:{qe (Hl(w))2 :q-v =0on aw} (5.1)

and
Esw :q€ Py — ﬁ/ \rotq|2dx'—|—/ \divq|2dx'+a/(|q\2—1)2dx'—|—/ |qu\2daz/ —/ (/ ’ (f1, f2)das - q) da,
(5.2)
where (f1, f2) is defined in (3.6), 14 is the unique solution of (4.4) and, for ¢ = (q1, g2), rot(q1,q2) = g—iﬁ — g—g;.

Theorem 5.1. Assume (3.6). For every n € N, let E,, be defined in (3.2), p,, be a solution of (3.4) and ¢, be
the unique solution of (3.3) with p = p,. Moreover, let Py, and E be defined in (5.1) and (5.2), respectively.
Then, there exist an increasing sequence of positive integer numbers {n;}ien and (in possible dependence of the
subsequence) § € Ps, such that

Pn; — (q,0) strongly in (Hl(Q))S and strongly in ([/4((2))37 (5.3)
1 apn . 2 3
T 923 0 strongly in (L*(£2))", (5.4)
Pp,,, — g strongly in H(9), (5.5)
1 09, N
— - L4 (£ .
T O — 0 strongly in L°(£2), (5.6)

where § is a solution of the following problem
Ex(q) =min{F(q) : ¢ € Px}, (5.7)
and g is the unique solution of (4.4) with ¢ = g. Moreover, the convergence of the energies holds true, that is

hgﬂ En(pn) = Ex(q). (5'8)
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Proof. The proof of this theorem will be performed in several steps. The first step is devoted to prove that there
exist a subsequence of N, still denoted by {n}, and (in possible dependence of the subsequence) § € Ps, and

z€ (L3 w, Hi( = 3, 30))% x L2(w, HE( = 3, 1)) such that

202
pn — (7, 0) weakly in (Hl(Q))S and strongly in (L4(Q))3, (5.9)
1 Opn .
h_gL;;; — ;—;3 weakly in (LQ(Q))S, (5.10)

where the subscript “m” means zero average.
Since 0 € P, it results that

/ (Blrotnpn|® + [divapn|® + alpn|* = 2alpa*)dz < || fall(z2(2))2 1Pl (22(2))2, Y0 € N. (5.11)
Q
By using the continuous embedding of (L*(£2))? into (L?(£2))3, estimate (5.11) gives

@

@”pn‘lii’(()) = 2allpnllz2(2) < I fallz2(2)s, Yn €N, (5.12)
from which, by virtue of (3.6), it follows the existence of a positive constant ¢ such that

[Pnll(L22)e < ¢, VneN. (5.13)

Then, combining (5.13), (3.6), (5.11) and (3.7), one obtains also the existence of a positive constant ¢ such that

||ann||(L2(Q))9 < C, Vn € N. (514)

Estimates (5.13) and (5.14) provide the existence of a subsequence of N, still denoted by {n}, and (in possible
dependence of the subsequence) p = (P, Py, P3) € P, independent of x3, such that

pn — P weakly in (Hl(()))3 and strongly in (L4((Z))3 .

In particular, since Py is independent of z3 and p-v = 0 on 9f2, it results that p; = 0. Then, setting (p,,D,) = G,
one has that § € P, and (5.9) holds true.
To prove (5.10), for i = 1,2 and for every n € N set

/ % !/
My T €W — Dni(@', xg)das.
1
-3

By using the Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality and recalling that p, - v = 0 on 942 entails p, 3(x1,292,) €
H} (] —%, % D, one obtains the existence of a positive constant ¢ such that, for 2’ a.e. in w,

1 n,i ) .
Hh_ (Pni(@,) —mn,i(w’))‘ < hi Op (L)(x ) ., VneN, i=12,
n HL(1-3,50) ' T3 lle2(1-4,50)
1 n,: )
Hh—]?n,s(l“/, )H < hi 8‘957(:6) , VneN.
" m(-4.3) T Mle2(-4.30)

1
2
Thus, integrating these inequalities over 2’ € w, estimate (5.14) gives (5.10).
The second step is devoted to identify § and z. Since (g1, g2,0) € P for every ¢ = (q1,¢2) € P, it results
that
E,(pn) < En((¢1,42,0)), Yq=1(q1,92) € P, YneN. (5.15)
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Then, passing to the limit in (5.15), by virtue of (3.6), Proposition 4.1, (5.9), (5.10) and a l.s.c. argument one

obtains that
) dz + 5/ rotg|® da’ —|—/

an (
va [ (P -0+ [ 1puar - [ ( [ (o fods - q)

82’2
8.%‘3

2
821 divg + 8_ dx
81‘3

< liminf E, (p,) < lim bupE (pn) < Ex(q), Vg€ Px. (5.16)
n
On the other hand, since 7 is independent of x3 and z3 € L*(w, Hj (] — %, 1[)), it results that
9z | 9z |
/ divg + =22 dx:/ |divg)? dz’ + =) da. (5.17)
] 8.%‘3 w 8.%‘3
Hence, inserting (5.17) in (5.16), one has that
0z
c E dx+E @) <hm1nfE (pn) < hmsupE (pn) < Ex(q), Vg€ P, (5.18)
|03
where ¢ = min{1, #}, which entails that
;—;3 =0, a.e. in {2 (5.19)

(in particular, z = 0 a.e. in 2 since z € (L*(w,H} (] — %,%[)))2 x L*(w,H§(] — 1,3[)). Consequently,
inserting (5.19) in (5.18), one obtains that g solves problem (5.7) and convergence (5.8) holds true. We notice
that convergences in (5.8) and (5.10) hold true for the whole sequence since the limits are uniquely identified.
Moreover, (5.5) and (5.6) follow from (5.9) and Proposition 4.1.

It remains to prove that convergences in (5.9) and (5.10) are strong. To this aim, by combining (5.8)
with (3.6), (5.5), (5.6) and (5.9), one obtains that

1131/Q (Blrotupnl® + [divapa|®) de = /Q (81rot (g, 0)” + ldiv(g, 0)[) da,
from which, using (5.9), (5.10) and (5.19), it follows that
rot,p, — rot(q,0) strongly in (LQ(()))3 . div,p, — div(g,0) strongly in L?(£2). (5.20)
Finally, combining (5.20) with (3.7), one derives that
D, pn, — D(q,0) strongly in (L2(Q))9 ,

which provides that convergences in (5.9) and (5.10) are strong. O

Eo(p) in Py,
+00 in P\ Pu
the strong topology of (L?(§2))? follows easily from previous proofs.

Remark 5.2. Let P, = Py, x {0} and Eo(p) = { Then, I'-convergence of Ey|, to Eu in

Now, we consider the case p A v = 0 on 9f2. Let

My : q € Hy(w) — / <5|DQ|2 +allg)®* = 1)* +q]* - (/:5 f3d$3q>> da’, (5.21)

where f3 is defined in (3.6).
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Theorem 5.3. Assume (3.6). For every n € N, let E, be defined in (3.2), pn be a solution of (3.5) and
®p, be the unique solution of (3.3) with p = p,. Moreover, let M, be defined in (5.21). Then, there exist
an increasing sequence of positive integer numbers {nz}ZeN and (in possible dependence of the subsequence)
g € {qge HY ) : q independent of x3, ¢ =0 on dwx] — 2, 2[} H}(w) such that

Pn; — (0,0,Q) strongly in (HI(Q))3 and strongly in (L4(()))3, (5.22)
%% — 0 strongly in (LQ(()))S, (5.23)
bp,, — 0 strongly in H*(2), (5.24)
Oy,
him ;5;; — G strongly in L*(12), (5.25)

where q is a solution of the following problem:
Moo (q) = min{Mw(q) : ¢ € Hy(w)}. (5.26)
Moreover, the convergence of the energies hold true, that is

Proof. We sketch the proof. The first step is devoted to prove that there exist a subse-
quence of N, still denoted by {n}, and (in possible dependence  of the subsequence) § €

{q € H'(R2) : ¢ independent of z3, ¢ =0 on dwx]— 3,2} and z € (L*(w,H( - 3, %[)))2 x L*(w,H} (] —
%, 1[)) such that
— (0,0,7) weakly in (Hl(()))3 and strongly in (L4((Z))3, (5.28)

1 Op, 0z 2 3
—_ = — kly in (L°(£2))" .
I 923 025 weakly in ( ( ))

By using (3.7) and arguing as in the beginning of the Proof of Proposition 5.1, one can prove the existence
a positive constant ¢ such that

(5.29)

||ann||(L2(Q))9 S C, Vn S N, (530)

and the existence of a subsequence of N, still denoted by {n}, and (in dependence of the possible subsequence)
D = (Dy,D5,D3) € S, independent of x5, such that

pn — P weakly in (Hl(()))3 and strongly in (L4((Z))3 .
In particular, since P is independent of x3 and pAv = 0 on 942, it results that that p; = 0 = P, and Py € H} (w).

Then, (5.28) holds true with § = ps.
To prove (5.29), for for every n € N let

Mp3 1T 6w—>/ pngx x3)dxs.
1
bl

By using the Poincaré-Wirtinger inequality and noticing that p, A v = 0 on 02 entails (p,1(z1, 22, "),
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Hhip“(x/")H < apnéi(w’ ) , VneN, i=1.2
n Hi(-3.30)  n T3 ll2(-4.30)
1 c |0 n l‘/,
H h (Pn3(@’,-) — mn,3(1:/))H < . P ’83( ) , VneN.
n (=350 w3 l2(-4.3)

Thus, integrating these inequalities over z’ € w, estimate (5.30) gives (5.29).
The second step is devoted to identify g and z. Since (0,0,q) € S for every ¢ € Hi(w), it results that

E.(pn) < E,((0,0,q)) Vg€ Hj(w), VneN. (5.31)

Then, passing to the limit in (5.31), by virtue of (3.6), Proposition 4.1, (5.28), (5.29) and a l.s.c. argument one

obtains that
2 0z 3
) L dx+/[a(\q\2 - 17+ e’ - ( f3dx3q> da’
3 w w -1

[ o2 -2z |02 an
0 83;2 8x3 2
< liminf B, (p,) < limsup B, (pn) < Muo(q), Vg € Hy(w). (5.32)

drs  Omy

On the other hand, since 7 is independent of 3 and (21, 22) € (L*(w, H{(] — 1, %[)))2, it results that

86 0z 2 2 - 2 / 0z ?
L(%?ﬁa o= [ woatas+ (5

Hence, inserting (5.33) in (5.32), one has that

02 |
8.%3

621 86

83:3 83;1

) dz. (5.33)

d:r—i—M (@) < hmlnfE (pn) < hmsupE (pn) < Muo(q), Yq € H} (w), (5.34)

c/ 0z
ol0

€3

where ¢ = min{1, §}, which entails that

0

a_ng =0, ae in 2 (5.35)
(in particular, z = 0 a.e. in {2 since z € (L?(w,Hj(] — —,% ))2 x L2(w, H} (] — %,%[))) Consequently,
inserting (5.35) in (5.34), one obtains that g solves problem (5.26) and convergence (5.27) holds true. One
can conclude arguing as in the end of the Proof of Theorem 5.1. O
Remark 5.4. Let So, = {(0,0)} x {g € H'(£2) : ¢ independent of 3, ¢ = 0 on dwx] — 1, 2[} and M (p) =

Mw(p) in gom AT . 2 3  aac)

{ oo in S\ S Then, I'-convergence of E, |, to M in the strong topology of (L*(£2)) follows easily from

previous proofs.
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